586                             THE    MEDICI

fcn end being put to the evils due to ecclesiastical tyranny
Under which the country had so long groaned As one oulrome
of this fiiendly feeling the new Pope made the eldest of
Ferdinand's brothers, Prince Giovanni Carlo, a caulinal

In 1648 the Thirty Years' War came to an end. And in the
same year Ferdinand's uncle Lorenzo, the third hi other ol
Cosimo II, died at the age of forty-eight. His life had been
spoilt, partly by his own fault, paitly by circumstances lie
had good talents, and was anxious to employ them for the ad-
vantage of his country, but from one cause or anothci hat I
been prevented from doing so Twenty years old when hk
brother, Cosimo II, died, and his only other brother Cailo,
being a cardinal and living always at Rome, Lotcnzo had been
anxious to take some part in the government of the country
but was not allowed by the two Grand Duchesses to do so.
Foiled in this he tried to obtain a command in the Spanish
army, but in this also was disappointed, as in consequence of
his pressing Spain so persistently to take up his nephew's
cause in the matter of Urbino, he fell into ill-favoui at the
Spanish court and was refused the military command which
had been promised him. The result of these failures was that
he drifted about, his life alternating between literary pursuits
and all kinds of erratic diversions. Fond of learned men, he
collected round him a sort of academy out of which he sub-
sequently formed two societies which he called the "Inflamed"
and the "Immovable," the latter of which, established in the
Via della Pergola, eventually grew into the well-known theatre
of that name. Among other peculiarities, he was in the habit
of constantly taking all sorts of medicines, and eventually
died from a dose of poison given him in mistake for medicine.48
In the following year (1649) all Europe was horrified at the
execution by the English of their King, Charles I. But the
event created little stir in Tuscany, which had long ceased
to have any commercial or political transactions with England,